THE   EXPANSION   OP   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
final. The inhabitants had fled. The ancient city was immediately
replaced by a new capital, at the head of the gulf: Tunis, whose
harbour—Goletta—was to become the great base of Islam in the
Mediterranean. The Arabs, who at last had a fleet, dispersed the
Byzantine vessels. Henceforth they had the control of the sea.
Before long die Greeks retained only the fortress of Septem (Ceuta)
with a few fragments ofMauretania Secunda and Tingitana, Majorca,
and a few cities in Spain. It seems that they erected these scattered
possessions into an exarchate, which survived ten years longer.1
This was the end of the Berber resistance under the Queen
Kahina. Captured in the Aures mountains, she was massacred,
and her head was sent to the Caliph.
In the following years the Arabs set their stamp upon Africa.
Musa Ibn Nosair subdued Morocco and imposed Islam on the
Berber tribes.2
It was these new converts who were shortly to conquer Spain.
As a matter of fact, Spain had already been harried, simultaneously
with Sardinia and Sicily. This was the necessary consequence of
the occupation of Africa. In 675 the Arabs had attacked Spain by
sea, but had been repulsed by the Visigothic fleet.3 The Straits of
Gibraltar could not hold the conquerors in check, and the Visigoths
were aware of the fact. In 694 King Egica accused the Jews of
conspiring with the Musulmans, and it is possible, indeed, that
the persecutions to which they had been subjected had led them
to hope that the Musulmans would conquer the country. In 710
the King of Toledo, Achila, dispossessed by Rodrigo, Duke of
Baetica, fled to Morocco, where he doubdess solicited the aid of
the Musulmans. The latter, at all events, took advantage of the situa-
tion, for in 711 a Berber army, whose strength is estimated at 7,000,
crossed the Straits under the command of Tarik. Rodrigo being
defeated at the first encounter, all the cities opened their gates to
the conqueror, who, reinforced in 712 by a second army, finally
took possession of the country. In 713 Musa, the governor of
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